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Faculty across the Oxford and 
Jackson campuses of the Uni-
versity of Mississippi are gear-
ing up for next Friday’s offi  cial 
launch of the Flagship Constel-
lations Initiative.
Chancellor Jeff rey Vitter fi rst 
announced the plans for these 
constellations in his investiture 
speech in last November.
“We will establish joint degree 
programs across disciplines 
and campuses, engage in the 
strategic growth of our gradu-
ate programs and establish key 
partnerships revolving around 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship,” Vitter said in his address.
This spring, the university 
accepted 18 full proposals from 
more than 400 faculty members 
for potential areas of empha-
sis across campus, and a board 
of university leaders from both 
campuses reviewed and rear-
ranged the proposals into four 
categories: community well-be-
ing, brain wellness, disaster re-
silience and big data.
“One thing we were conscious 
of when we chose these themes 
was that they are broad enough 
that they will still be relevant 10 
years from now,” Josh Gladden, 







‘An honest, truthful representation’
Political groups debate incarceration, private prisons
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The College Democrats and College Republicans debate topics in Bryan 
Stevenson’s book “Just Mercy.”
PHOTO BY: MAGGIE BUSHWAY
Members of both College 
Republicans and College 
Democrats gathered in Bar-
nard Observatory on Tues-
day for a debate regarding 
the criminal justice system 
in the United States. The dis-
cussion covered topics from 
Bryan Stevenson’s book “Just 
Mercy: A Story of Justice and 
Redemption,” in which an 
innocent black man from Al-
abama is wrongfully accused 
and convicted of murdering 
a white woman. “Just Mercy” 
is the 2017 Common Reading 
Experience book. The debate 
explored various themes from 
the book — the eff ectiveness, 
morality and candor of crimi-
nal justice in the U.S.
Jaz Brisack, a junior gener-
al studies major from Texas, 
and Suad Patton-Bey, a senior 
journalism and Arabic major 
from Oxford, represented the 
Democrats. Peyton Kyle, a ju-
nior public policy major from 
Southaven, and Drew Perry, 
a senior public policy major 
from Mandeville, Louisiana, 
represented the Republicans. 
The panel was moderated by 
Marvin King of the political 
science department.
Patton-Bey opened up 
the debate with her take on 
America’s criminal justice 
system.
“The problem is that there’s 
a lot of focus on criminaliza-
tion and incarceration and 
less on rehabilitation, espe-
cially in comparison to other 
modern democracies,” she 
said.
Kyle, of the College Repub-
licans, agreed that the justice 
system needs reform.
PHOTO BY: RACHEL ISHEE
JACKSON--Mississippi is celebrating its 
bicentennial this year, and during its 200 
years, the state has seen a lot of change. 
From the Native Americans living across 
the state and the Europeans taking their 
fi rst steps on Mississippi soil, to the be-
ginning of slavery in the United States 
and the civil rights movement, Missis-
sippi has a vibrant and often tumultuous 
past. That is what two new museums, the 
Museum of Mississippi History and the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum, which 
both open in Jackson on Dec. 9, are try-
ing to share.
Rachel Myers, the director of the Mu-
seum of Mississippi History, said she 
hopes visitors will leave feeling proud of 
their state but also understanding there 
is a painful history that needs to be ad-
dressed in order to understand why Mis-
sissippi is the place it is.
“I hope people fi nd something that is 
nostalgic and makes them proud of our 
state and where we’ve been and where 
we’ve come but also hopefully learn 
something new, shift their perspective 
about themselves or their community 
and the way that they live in this state, as 
well,” Myers said.
She said that combined with the new 
civil rights museum in Jackson, the orga-
nizations have an opportunity to spread a 
new sense of the state.
The director of the Mississippi Civ-
il Rights Museum, Pamela Junior, said 
that while many of the events that are 
covered in the museum may make peo-
ple uncomfortable, it is important for 
visitors to know about the history of the 
state they are in.
“We want people to see Mississippi in 
this light and then to be able to come out 
with emphasis on changing their lives 
and doing better and making this state 
Mississippi history,civil rights museums to open Dec. 9





PAGE 2 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 8 NOVEMBER 2017 OPINION
ISSN 1077-8667
MISSISSIPPIAN
THE DAILY The Daily Mississippian is published Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays in print during the academic year, on days 
when classes are scheduled. New content is published online 
seven days a week.
Columns do not represent the official opinions of The 
University of Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian unless 
specifically indicated.
The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than 
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel. 
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names 
or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited 
to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information 
so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students 
should include grade classification and major; letters from 
faculty and staff should include title and the college, school or 
department where the person is employed.
S. Gale Denley Student Media Center





Business Hours:   Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Perfection is a goal all of 
us strive for, whether or not 
we know it. Whether you’re 
striving for the perfect body, 
relationship or grades, you’re 
striving for perfection in some 
way. As students, especially, we 
tend to get bent out of shape 
striving for academic perfection.
Growing up, there were very 
high expectations for me to 
be an academic perfectionist. 
I was supposed to make all 
A’s. This burden stressed me 
out incredibly and led to no 
small amount of guilt when I 
didn’t achieve this standard of 
perfection.
It took me a while to realize 
that if B’s were my best in a 
class, then that was OK. And 
now I’m discovering the greater 
truth behind this realization.
Recently, I’ve adopted 
Christian Absurdism — a 
theistic version of the existential 
philosophy known as absurdism 
— which has radically changed 
my perspective on life, and 
what’s truly important.
Purist Absurdism (neither 
atheistic nor theistic) teaches 
that we mere mortals may never 
discover if our day to day lives 
have any meaning and that daily 
living likely doesn’t have any 
meaning. Therefore, you should 
act as if it does to rebel against 
the possible meaninglessness.
Sisyphus was a mythical king 
who tried to feed Zeus his own 
children. As his punishment, 
Sisyphus was forced to push a 
boulder to the top of a mountain. 
However, he was cursed to drop 
the boulder every single time. 
This means he was destined 
to push that boulder up that 
mountain for eternity.
Yet, there is no doubt 
Sisyphus discovered this. 
According to one of the great 
Absurdists, Albert Camus, we 
must imagine that Sisyphus 
decided to rebel against his 
meaningless existence and 
choose to be happy despite the 
punishment.
In many ways, we can 
compare our human struggle 
with that of Sisyphus, whether 
in facing the absurd, in our 
dead-end jobs or in our striving 
for perfection. Daily, Sisyphus 
strives for perfection (to finally 
push that boulder over the 
mountaintop). Yet, it is unlikely, 
if he were real, that by this point 
he would expect to finally reach 
it.
The same is true for us as 
students. Often, when starting 
out, we strive for perfection and 
expect some metaphysical law 
of cause and effect to give us 
what we strove for. Newsflash: 
It doesn’t happen. We’re often 
let down. But that doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t still strive for 
perfection.
It is good to strive for 
perfection, to chase it with all of 
our might. Where perfection’s 
tyranny comes in is when 
we are tricked into expecting 
perfection.
How many times have you 
planned out the perfect evening, 
date or study session, only for 
almost everything to go wrong? 
In my case, the examples are 
in the hundreds if not the 
thousands.
It’s good to prepare for 
the test, doing your best and 
studying for the A, but it’s bad 
to expect the A. Expectation 
of perfection is a recipe for 
depression. See, life is like a 
puff of smoke. You can try to 
grab it and force it into a shape, 
but when you do, it eludes you 
and flits through your fingers. 
The harder you squeeze? The 
quicker it flies away.
Try to grab life. It’s worth 
it. But hold your expectations 
with an open hand. Let them 
fly away. If you squeeze life so 
hard, expecting perfection, the 
stress of your fist closing in on 
it will make life fly out between 
your fingers all the faster.
We Christians, as opposed to 
the secular world, have a leg up 
on this idea. For almost 2,000 
years, we’ve been called to be 
like Jesus, the perfect human. 
We know we can never reach 
this perfection — not in this life, 
anyway.
Yet we strive to be like him, 
to be perfect. We rightly strive 
for perfection, but don’t expect 
to obtain it. How absurd is that 
(see the pun there)?
And here’s the kicker: We 
aren’t even perfect in applying 
this philosophy. Regularly 
when I slip up and sin, I kick 
myself until I realize that Christ 
has liberated me from the 
expectation of perfection with 
an old theological term called 
grace.
My final word is this: Strive 
for perfection, but don’t expect 
it; it’s OK to make mistakes. 
It’s OK not to make an A. It’s 
OK not to be perfect as long as 
you’re striving for it. After all, 
you’re only human.
Tripp Bond is a sophomore 
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Daily Mississippian Faculty 
Adviser
Fighting ‘the tyranny of perfectionism’
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the best state that it can be,” Ju-
nior said.
She said understanding Mis-
sissippi history means telling 
the truth and being authentic.
Throughout the two muse-
ums, guests will experience 
stories from different Missis-
sippians dating back thousands 
of years, using galleries, inter-
active exhibits and up to 1,500 
artifacts.
The Museum of Mississippi 
History showcases a well-pre-
served 500-year-old 25-foot 
dug out canoe in its First Peo-
ples exhibit.
“The gallery really showcases 
our fantastic archeology collec-
tion and really interprets the 
first peoples of Mississippi and 
what they wanted,” Myers said. 
“It really helps us to connect to 
people that lived thousands of 
years ago.”
Each gallery is paired with 
a featured called “voices” that 
audibly tells personal stories of 
Mississippians who were living 
during that particular time pe-
riod, using touchscreen tech-
nology.
“These are a way that we are 
really able to showcase the col-
lection of the state department 
of archives and history,” Myers 
said. “We’ve got plenty of gov-
ernment records and diaries 
and papers, so these are all 
first-person accounts, narrative 
by some contemporary people 
but in the own voices of people 
who lived here in Mississippi at 
the time.”
The Mississippi History tour 
also includes coverage of the 
cotton economy, slavery and 
the Civil War.
Before leaving the muse-
um, visitors are asked to leave 
a recording, telling their own 
unique stories about Mississip-
pi. Myers said this will not only 
help to document authentic sto-
ries, but it will also give visitors 
a sense of ownership over the 
museum, as if they are a part 
of the telling of the story to the 
next guests who tour the muse-
um.
“Yes, we have 20,000 square 
feet of exhibition here, and 
we’ve really tried to include a 
diverse range of stories, but we 
might have missed some,” My-
ers said. “If someone comes and 
says ‘I really want to tell the sto-
ry of my grandmothers people 
and how they came to Missis-
sippi,’ we have a way to record 
them and elevate those stories 
here in the state.”
She said it is important for 
a museum that focuses on the 
history of a state and its people 
to tell a diverse set of stories 
that represent all walks of life.
“It’s a huge goal of ours not 
only to be telling stories but 
that they’re an honest, truthful 
representation of the rich and 
complex history of our state,” 
Myers said.
While the Museum of Mis-
sissippi History focuses on the 
vast history of the state, the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Muse-
um delves deeper into topics 
such as slavery, emancipation, 
Jim Crow laws and the civil 
rights movement.
The introductory gallery, 
“Mississippi’s Freedom Strug-
gle,” presents a timeline from 
the beginning of slavery in the 
United States in 1619 all the 
way to the legal end of slavery 
with the Emancipation Procla-
mation.
A second gallery covers the 
years 1864-1941 and tells the 
story of life under Jim Crow 
laws and the Black Codes. 
Guests will hear narrations 
throughout the gallery, setting 
the scene of that time period.
“You might hear someone 
saying ‘Boy, get off that side-
walk,’ and what we’re doing is 
bringing you to that particular 
time,” Junior said.  “We want 
you to understand the emotions 
of the people that were going 
through this.”
Junior said emotions often 
run high due to the violent na-
ture of the subject. Signs are 
displayed stating “The Color 
Line” and columns separat-
ing the gallery list hundreds of 
lynching victims along with the 
alleged crime that they commit-
ted.
“I’ve been asked the question, 
‘Why are the galleries small?’ 
Well, we wanted it to be uncom-
fortable for you,” she said.  “We 
want you to be tight so that you 
can understand what folks were 
going through during that time 
period.”
The Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum also covers topics in-
cluding Emmett Till’s murder, 
Medgar Evers’ assassination 
and the Freedom Summer.
The final gallery ends by ask-
ing visitors what they plan to do 
next.
“Gallery 8 is giving you your 
marching orders,” Junior said. 
“What are you going to do? 
You’ve seen all of this; now, how 
are you going to bring a change 
in Mississippi?”
Junior said she is proud Mis-
sissippi is finally ready to tell its 
history fully and accurately. She 
said this is the most authentic 
museum she’s seen in a long 
time.
“One hundred and eighty 
thousand people ought to come 
through here, and we’re looking 
forward to being an educational 
tool to teach our children, talk 
about citizenship, talk about 
how to come forward and un-
derstand each other’s culture 
because if we get that, then we 
understand ourselves better,” 
Junior said.
“I think we can all agree 
that our criminal justice sys-
tem needs help. It’s broken in 
several areas, and I also think 
that a lot of the fixes we need 
are pretty simple,” he said.
The debate covered many 
aspects of the novel: capital 
punishment, mental health, 
juvenile sentencing, purpose 
of prisons, civil asset forfei-
ture and the role of race in in-
carceration. The two groups 
shared similar sentiments on 
many of the issues including 
juvenile sentencing – both 
agreed juveniles shouldn’t 
undergo the same punish-
ment as adults would receive.
Both camps also found the 
legal process of civil asset for-
feiture, backed by U.S. Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions, to 
be unethical. Kyle described 
cases of police departments 
not meeting their budget and 
seizing assets to supply need-
ed money as “disgusting.”
Brisack directed her com-
ments toward Sessions’ his-
tory in the South.
“I think Jeff Sessions would 
need to be careful, because 
I think a lot of his former 
friends in the Klan might be 
in trouble of getting their as-
sets seized, but probably not 
because, you know, that’s not 
how the Southern justice sys-
tem works,” she said.
Students disagreed when 
discussing capital punish-
ment, with the Republi-
cans supporting the death 
penalty. Brisack responded 
for the Democrats, using a 
quote from Stevenson’s book: 
“Them without capital gets 
the punishment.”
Another contrast in opin-
ions of the two parties re-
garded public versus private 
prison systems. While the 
Republicans agreed private 
prisons are sufficient, Brisack 
countered that idea from the 
Democrats’ side.
“Private prisons are a crime 
against humanity,” she said. 
“Slavery is still legal within 
the criminal justice system.”
She cited companies using 
inmates as cheap labor in or-
der to put “Made in America” 
stickers on their products.
The debate also touched on 
the topic of racial disparities 
in the prison population.
“I think the root of it all 
goes back to our country’s 
dark history of race,” Pat-
ton-Bey said.
The Republicans also rec-
ognized a major issue in ra-
cial disparity, but they said 
they hope it doesn’t define 
the criminal justice system.
“I hope people can focus on 
fact of crime, not any other 
factors involved,” Perry said.
search, said. “This isn’t a three-
year project or a five-year proj-
ect. It will be a decade or so.”
In planning, his office looked 
at other schools, like the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin and Au-
burn University, which have 
similar cross-disciplinary 
teams. He said the program will 
provide stronger applications 
for grants and private funding 
as well as facilitate conversa-
tions between different areas of 
study to come up with unique 
solutions to problems.
“For the student’s perspec-
tive, it’s going to provide new 
experimental learning oppor-
tunities,” Gladden said. “They 
will be starting their careers in 
this cross-disciplinary environ-
ment.”
“The whole idea behind the 
constellation is breaking down 
silos,” Dawn Wilkins, interim 
co-lead of the “Big Data” con-
stellation, said. “We all tend to 
be in our own building. We do 
our research maybe with col-
laborators across the country 
or the world, but sometimes we 
don’t look across campus.”
One of the first things she 
plans to do in the constella-
tion is to develop a governance 
structure for the group to define 
the connections and themes of 
the program. Plans for the “Big 
Data” constellation include for-
ays into biomedical data analyt-
ics and journalism.
Her department is already 
working on a project in con-
junction with Jeffery Jackson in 
the sociology department, who 
is digitizing research on slave 
records from Lafayette County 
to benefit people conducting 
ancestry research.
Each of the four focus areas 
has two co-leads, one from the 
Oxford campus and another 
from the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center. Wilkins, 
who is chair of the computer 
and information science depart-
ment, is heading this section of 
the initiative with Dr. Richard 
Summers of the UMMC.
Summers has been a part of 
the planning team for the con-
stellation initiative for more 
than a year now. He said that 
the planning process has been 
unique, unlike a typical grant 
or other academic funding ap-
plication.
He said the constellation 
initiative has improved com-
munications and collaboration 
between the university’s Oxford 
campus and the medical center 
in Jackson.
“There is a lot of data around 
health care right now, and I 
think that the constellation al-
lows us the opportunity to re-
ally bring in a lot of different 
perspectives on how we look at 
data,” Summers said. He said 
he hopes to utilize skill sets like 
math, economics and social sci-
ences that aren’t in Jackson to 
look at the state’s health issues.
“When we think about tack-
ling a problem as simple as low 
infant birth weight, there are 
social issues, economic issues. 
All of those things are possible 
factors that we can look at from 
a bigger perspective using both 
campuses,” Summers said.
Meagen Rosenthal, who 
is co-leading the community 
well-being constellation, is also 
working to tackle the problem 
of low infant birth weight. She 
said that more than 50 actively 
engaged representatives from 
nearly all departments on cam-
pus have expressed interest in 
working with the constellations.
“In my experience, the people 
of Mississippi are deeply inter-
ested in improving the well-be-
ing of our communities and, 
more importantly, are willing to 
think creatively and put in the 
hard work needed to see that 
creativity come to life,” she said.
Though her expertise lies in 
pharmacy administration, proj-
ects under her constellation will 
include telehealth technology, 
improving school children’s ac-
cess to fresh and local produce 
and housing.
Plans are in the works for a 
launch of the constellations at 
the Gertrude C. Ford Center, 
which will include alumni, fac-
ulty, congressional staff and a 
new website.
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it. But hold your expectations 
with an open hand. Let them 
fly away. If you squeeze life so 
hard, expecting perfection, the 
stress of your fist closing in on 
it will make life fly out between 
your fingers all the faster.
We Christians, as opposed to 
the secular world, have a leg up 
on this idea. For almost 2,000 
years, we’ve been called to be 
like Jesus, the perfect human. 
We know we can never reach 
this perfection — not in this life, 
anyway.
Yet we strive to be like him, 
to be perfect. We rightly strive 
for perfection, but don’t expect 
to obtain it. How absurd is that 
(see the pun there)?
And here’s the kicker: We 
aren’t even perfect in applying 
this philosophy. Regularly 
when I slip up and sin, I kick 
myself until I realize that Christ 
has liberated me from the 
expectation of perfection with 
an old theological term called 
grace.
My final word is this: Strive 
for perfection, but don’t expect 
it; it’s OK to make mistakes. 
It’s OK not to make an A. It’s 
OK not to be perfect as long as 
you’re striving for it. After all, 
you’re only human.
Tripp Bond is a sophomore 
history major from Meridian.
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BODYTRAFFIC, a reper-
tory dance company based 
in Los Angeles, is making 
its next international tour 
stop in Oxford on Thurs-
day.
Founded in 2007 by Lil-
lian Rose Barbeito and 
Tina Finkelman Berkett, 
BODYTRAFFIC gained 
recognition for combining 
innovation, visual artistry 
and contemporary dance. 
It has performed for sold-
out audiences around the 
world, including presti-
gious locations such as 
the Joyce Theater, Jacob’s 
Pillow Dance Festival, the 
Israeli Opera/Tel Aviv Per-
forming Arts Center and 
New York City Center’s Fall 
for Dance Festival.
BODYTRAFFIC features 
dance movements using 
traditional techniques as 
well as those from hip-hop 
and other genres. Each 
dance has a distinct style 
that incorporates talents, 
expertise and original com-
missions from choreogra-
phers all over the country.
For BODYTRAFFIC’s 
10th anniversary season, 
the performance troupe 
will be in Oxford for three 
days. When it arrived 
Tuesday, production was 
already underway, and 
it began focusing lights, 
programming cues and re-
hearsing to adapt to the 
venue.
BODYTRAFFIC has a 
wide-ranging outreach 
program and education-
al curriculum available 
to pre-professionals, in-
ner-city schools and under-
served populations around 
the globe.
In the days leading up to 
Thursday’s performance, it 
will be conducting work-
shops and master class-
es with Ole Miss student 
dancers, students from 
two Oxford dance stu-
dios, a group of elemen-
tary school students from 
Holly Springs and a Down 
syndrome awareness group 
founded in Oxford 21 Unit-
ed of Mississippi.
“This is an exciting com-
pany that not only will 
present a physically beau-
tiful show on Thursday, 
but they are providing two 
full days of outreach to a 
diverse group of people,” 
said Julia Aubrey, direc-
tor of the Gertrude C. Ford 
Center for the Performing 
Arts.
Students from sever-
al different majors across 
campus participate in both 
Ole Miss Student Dance 
and Mississippi: The Dance 
Company.
“We have a thriving and 
vital modern dance com-
munity at Ole Miss,” the-
atre arts professor Jenni-
fer Mizenko said. “Many 
of these students go on to 
have a career in dance, even 
if it is not their degree. It’s 
very exciting to have BOD-
YTRAFFIC, and it will be a 
great artistic and learning 
experience for the entire 
community – Lafayette, 
Oxford and University.”
Tickets for the perfor-
mance on 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day range from $22 to $30. 
Student tickets are $8 for 
any seat with a valid UM 
student ID. Faculty, staff 
and UM retirees get a 20 
percent discount on tickets 
with their university ID.
“This is an extraordinari-
ly generous donation of 
these dancers’ time, ener-
gy and creativity,” Aubrey 
said. “I hope our Oxford 
community will attend the 




‘Blade Runner 2049’ has chance as cult classic
LOGAN WILLIAMSON
STAFF WRITER
Dance company combines visual artistry, innovation
PHOTO COURTESY: FORD CENTER
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One month after its re-
lease, it is safe to say “Blade 
Runner 2049” is dead 
upon arrival at American 
theatres. Despite critical 
praise, the film made only 
$85 million domestically off 
a $150 million budget, leav-
ing many asking what went 
wrong.
“Blade Runner 2049” 
stands on the giant shoul-
ders of its predecessor, 
“Blade Runner,” and it 
reaches heights rarely 
achieved in film. Picking up 
30 years after the events of 
the first film, this install-
ment follows Blade Runner 
K, played by Ryan Gosling, 
as he is tasked with tracking 
down bioengineered slaves 
called “replicants” who have 
gone rogue.
Following the same for-
mula that made the origi-
nal an immediate cult clas-
sic, “Blade Runner 2049” 
immerses viewers in a cy-
ber-punk world and invites 
them along for a unique 
neo-noir thrill ride. It relies 
heavily on the plot of the 
original film and continues 
asking many of its moral 
questions, such as “What 
is life?” and “At what point 
does an artificially intelli-
gent system become a sen-
tient being?”
The beauty of both “Blade 
Runner” and “Blade Run-
ner 2049” is that they do 
not beat the viewer over the 
head with ham-fisted moral 
quandaries; rather, the dis-
cussions from the film are 
raised naturally through the 
narrative.
These discussions of the 
films never become stale; 
each revelation on the state 
of humanity packs as much 
of a punch as the first. 
Throughout the entire run-
time of two hours and 43 
minutes, viewers never feel 
like they are being force-fed 
a moral message.
Despite the beautiful aes-
thetic, introspective mes-
sage and breathtaking cine-
matography, there are a few 
turnoffs in “Blade Runner 
2049” that deter the aver-
age moviegoer from buying 
a ticket.
First and foremost, it 
is the direct sequel to a 
35-year-old film that did 
not rock the box office when 
it hit the big screen in 1982. 
Bringing in only $27 million 
in its lifetime, “Blade Run-
ner” has reached science 
fiction fame as one of the 
most beloved — yet poorly 
capitalizing — cult classics 
of all time.
It is hard to encourage 
moviegoers to make an al-
most three-hour commit-
ment to a film franchise 
with which they likely have 
no prior experience.
To alleviate this, most pro-
ducers would encourage the 
production of spoiler-filled 
trailers that would draw in 
viewers with promises of a 
fast-paced, action-packed 
narrative, but Ridley Scott 
called for the opposite. The 
“Blade Runner 2049” trail-
er reveals absolutely noth-
ing about the narrative of 
the film and, instead, focus-
es more on establishing an 
emotional tone and envi-
ronment.
This begs the question of 
whether production compa-
nies should focus on main-
taining spoiler-free envi-
ronments for viewers or on 
making trailers as compel-
ling as possible.
Analyzing the failure of 
“Blade Runner 2049” brings 
the viewer to many similar 
questions.
Are long films doomed for 
lower ratings? Are movies 
with darker, grittier mes-
sages less likely to succeed? 
Are science fiction movies 
that do not rely on huge 
alien monsters destroying 
cities destined to fail at the 
box office?
But these questions miss 
the biggest point of “Blade 
Runner 2049.” To gauge 
its success on profit alone 
is not fair to the film. As a 
sequel to a decades-old cult 
classic, it never had huge 
chances of leading the box 
office. But it can do even 
better: It can become a cult 
classic like the original film.
‘Blade Runner 2049’ has chance as cult classic
JAX DALLAS
STAFF WRITER
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662-915-7266.
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B.S.e.e in elecTrical 
engineering
Directed by Matthew Morrison
“A Hardware 
Algorithm for Self 
Balancing Binary 
Search Trees”
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Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
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Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

























































































































































SOLUTION TO 11.6.2017 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 First name in country
  5 ___ Cruces





17 German industrial city
18 Remnant
19 Incapable





31 Non-pro sports org.
32 Paradises
34 Wear down
36 Blues singer James
38 Chairs


















69  Sue Grafton’s “___ for 
Evidence”
70  Crescent-shaped 
figure
DOWN
  1  Title bestowed upon 
the wife of a raja
  2 Oomph
  3 Coalition
  4 Categorize
  5 Fail to win
  6 Kind of prof.
  7 Dagger
  8 Avg.
  9 Reheated
10 Zone
11 Merlin, e.g.
13 Groups of seven
14 Type of sanctum




27  Instrument for  
cracking nuts
28 Sneaks a look
29  ___ in the right 
direction
30 Fred’s dancing sister
31 DDE’s rival
33 Not for a Scot
35 Curvy letter
37 I smell ___!
39 Arachnids




52  Prepare a book or film 
for release
53 “Chicken of the sea”
55 Cabbagelike plant





60  Author ___ Stanley 
Gardner
62 Sixth sense
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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Both the men’s and wom-
en’s Ole Miss tennis teams 
have concluded their fall 
seasons with impressive 
tournament performances 
that could predict an equal-
ly strong spring. While nei-
ther team was able to win its 
respective tournament, the 
individual play of each pro-
vided a very optimistic out-
look for the coming season.
The men’s team, rep-
resented in the ITA Fall 
Championships in Cali-
fornia by sophomore Tim 
Sandkaulen, finished its fall 
schedule with a straight-
set loss in the consolation 
semifinals. Sandkaulen, 
who ended the season with a 
team-best 9-3 record, fell to 
Mississippi State’s Giovanni 
Oradini in his last match of 
2017.
Sandkaulen entered 
the fall ranked 85th over-
all in the Oracle ITA Sin-
gles Rankings — the sec-
ond-highest Rebel on the 
list, following senior Gustav 
Hansson.
Hansson represented the 
Rebels at the ITF Futures 
in Birmingham while Sand-
kaulen did battle in Califor-
nia. Hansson fought his way 
to the semifinals before fall-
ing to former South Florida 
star Roberto Cid.
Though their time in the 
spotlight is gone for now, 
Sandkaulen, Hansson and 
the rest of the men’s team 
will return Jan. 20 to com-
mence the 2018 season.
As the men were duking 
it out in singles play, the 
women’s team sent senior 
Arianne Hartono and soph-
omore Alexa Bortles to Indi-
an Wells, California, as rep-
resentatives at the women’s 
ITA Fall Championships.
The red-hot duo tore 
through competition in the 
early rounds and seemed 
poised for the top spot be-
fore falling to Stanford’s 
Emily Arbuthnott and Mi-
chaela Gordon in the finals.
Bortles served the first 
set, with Hartono following, 
and each was broken by the 
acclaimed Stanford pair. 
Ole Miss’ final representa-
tives for the fall tournament 
ultimately fell 6-4, 6-1 to 
claim runner-up status.
While the outcome was 
not quite what the duo may 
have hoped for, the Rebel 
pair’s run was still a notable 
achievement, capping off 
an 8-4 fall record that has 
many hotly anticipating the 
duo’s regular-season debut.
The two, along with the 
rest of their team and head 
coach Mark Beyers, will re-
turn to the court Jan. 13 for 
the FGCU Spring Invita-
tional in Fort Myers, Flori-
da. The women’s team will 
not play its home opener 
until Feb. 3, when it takes 
on Memphis.
Though both the men’s 
and women’s time on the 
court have concluded for 
now, their respective re-
turns promise even more 
eye-catching play. With 
impressive results in each 
team’s final tournament, the 
outlook for Ole Miss tennis 
is as promising as ever, and 
the upcoming season could 
shape the program’s future 
development.
Fall success sets high bar for spring tennis season
ETHAN WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER
Win Ole Miss Football Tickets
Go to Campus Creek and U Club Townhomes  
to enter for your chance to win.
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 One winner will be chosen from each location.
101 Creekmore Blvd.
662.513.4980 1103 W Jackson Ave • 1010AreYouReady.com
Two people can win a pair of tickets to see 
the Rebels take on ULL November 11.
Tim Sandkaulen slams the ball across the court during game against Arkansas Pine Bluff earlier this season. 
PHOTO COURTESY: JOSH MCCOY | OLE MISS ATHLETICS
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Ole Miss basketball kicks 
off Friday night when the 
Rebels host the Louisi-
ana-Lafayette Ragin’ Ca-
juns in The Pavilion. The 
team will push for a return 
to the NCAA Tournament 
for the first time since the 
2014-15 season.
This Ole Miss team’s 
strength is found in its 
backcourt, and the guards 
will show out in full force 
Friday night. Senior guard 
Deandre Burnett and ju-
nior guard Terence Davis 
were the Rebels’ leading 
and third-leading scorers, 
respectively, last season, 
and their return should ce-
ment a dynamic attacking 
style for the Rebels. Along 
with sophomore guard 
Breein Tyree, who began to 
show his talent in the latter 
part of last year, high-level 
Memphis transfer Markel 
Crawford and top recruit 
Devontae Shuler, the im-
pressive guard depth pro-
vides a unique set of issues 
for head coach Andy Kenne-
dy to solve.
“Nine of them are really, 
really battling to see who 
can be in the upper end of 
that rotation, and that’ll all 
work its way out,” Kenne-
dy said. “I think they’re all 
versatile, and they’re com-
plements to one another. I 
don’t think any two players 
are the same.”
Tyree agreed with Ken-
nedy that players’ specif-
ic roles will be decided by 
their play.
“Roles can change; roles 
can grow as the season goes 
on,” Tyree said. “We’ve got 
a long road ahead of us.”
Friday night is key to 
starting the Rebels’ season 
off on the right foot. Loui-
siana-Lafayette is projected 
to finish at the top of the 
Sun Belt Conference af-
ter adding transfers from 
South Carolina, Missouri 
and USC to replace leading 
scorer Jay Wright.
“I know they’re going to 
be prepared, and they’re go-
ing to be a team that’s go-
ing to do very very well in 
their league, so we have to 
be prepared accordingly,” 
Kennedy said.
Kennedy is conscious of 
the threat LA-Lafayette can 
pose to his team, especially 
this early in the season, and 
he acknowledged the sur-
prising strength and skill of 
the slightly smaller school.
“It’s certainly dangerous,” 
Kennedy said. “We’ve chal-
lenged ourselves early, and 
we’ve got to be ready for it.”
The Rebels return four of 
five starters from last year’s 
22-14 team, and the upper-
classman leadership gives 
the newcomers and younger 
talent an opportunity to de-
velop and learn as the sea-
son progresses.
“I’m a senior on this team 
and an upperclassman, so 
I have to lead by example, 
and that’s (doing whatever) 
the team needs,” Burnett 
said.
Players were optimistic 
about the emotional and 
mental state of the team 
headed into the beginning 
of the season.
“Our chemistry is so 
high,” Tyree said. “It’s an 
unselfish group. … I haven’t 
experienced it yet fully, but 
I’m looking forward to this 
year.”
The game against Loui-
siana-Lafayette begins at 7 
p.m. Friday and will be tele-
vised on the SEC Network.
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
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LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/D, water, and cable 
included. No pets. 1 year lease. Qui-
et atmosphere. Deposit required. Call 
(662)234-0000 
1 BEDROOM, 1.5 BATH across the 
street from the hub. At 100 Anchorage 
Road. Comes with all appliances plus 
washer/ dryer. Hardwood fl oors up-
stairs. 695/ per month. 860-335-6369. 
Available Jan.1 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/ D, water, and ca-
ble included. No pets. 1 year lease. 
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required. 
Call (662)234-0000 
HOUSE FOR RENT
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turns promise even more 
eye-catching play. With 
impressive results in each 
team’s final tournament, the 
outlook for Ole Miss tennis 
is as promising as ever, and 
the upcoming season could 
shape the program’s future 
development.
Talented backcourt adds bite to Rebel basketball
FLINT CHRISTIAN 
STAFF WRITER
Win Ole Miss Football Tickets
Go to Campus Creek and U Club Townhomes  
to enter for your chance to win.
One entry per person. Employees of the Student Media Center and their immediate families are not eligible for contest. Winner’s photo will be used in promotional materials.





 One winner will be chosen from each location.
101 Creekmore Blvd.
662.513.4980 1103 W Jackson Ave • 1010AreYouReady.com
Two people can win a pair of tickets to see 
the Rebels take on ULL November 11.
PHOTO COURTESY: JOSH MCCOY | OLE MISS ATHLETICS
Head coach Andy Kennedy yells plays from the sideline during a game last season.
FILE PHOTO
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In a dramatic game that 
came down to the wire in 
Lexington last Saturday, the 
Ole Miss Rebels walked away 
with a much-needed SEC 
win against the 6-2 Kentucky 
Wildcats. In his second start, 
quarterback Jordan Ta’amu 
led a game-winning two-min-
ute drive that concluded with 
a highlight reel-worthy touch-
down catch from D.K. Met-
calf. That reception ultimately 
sealed a 37-34 win for the vis-
itors.
Versatile offensive lineman 
Jordan Sims, who has been 
playing center for the first time 
in his career this season due to 
injuries, was duly impressed 
but not shocked by the game’s 
explosive finish.
“It doesn’t surprise me at 
all,” Sims said. “It may shock 
some people, but I knew he 
had it in him. He knows what 
he’s doing, and he’s a great ath-
lete.”
Sims spoke of a calm, collect-
ed offense that meshed seam-
lessly with a largely untested 
signal-caller.
“None of us panicked,” he 
said. “We’ll be in the huddle, 
and you look at (Ta’amu), and 
he’s just looking at you, talking 
all calm. We saw confidence 
in him, and it gave us confi-
dence.”
According to Sims, this sea-
son was not his first encounter 
with Ta’amu. The two have 
known each other since before 
Ta’amu’s commitment to the 
University of Mississippi, and 
the junior took to him quickly.
“I actually hosted him,” Sims 
said. “I hosted him on his vis-
it, and he was a great kid, and 
I knew he was special. I don’t 
think he had that many offers 
coming out, but when he came 
here, I watched his highlight 
tape myself just to see and 
learn about him. He’s a great 
athlete, he’s a great kid and he 
comes out every day ready to 
work.”
Being somewhat of a veter-
an on the team, and certainly 
a respected leader on the of-
fensive line, Sims is proud of 
Ta’amu. Even though he, too, 
is a junior, Ta’amu is new to 
SEC football, and Sims was 
proud to take him under his 
wing. Ta’amu, Sims said, is be-
ginning to develop not only his 
talent but also his leadership 
ability.
 “He is (a good leader),” Sims 
said. “You know he’s pretty 
quiet, but as the season’s gone 
on, he’s started to be more vo-
cal and open up to the O-line 
and the other positions. He’s 
coming along, and not just be-
ing a leader by example but a 
vocal leader, as well.”
But Saturday’s result was not 
all about offense. Much of the 
praise has fallen on the other 
side of the ball. As inconsis-
tent as they come, the Ole Miss 
defense finally seemed to click 
in the second half against Ken-
tucky. After allowing a great 
deal of points in the first, the 
Rebel defenders held the Wild-
cats to four three-and-outs.
“We just played a phenome-
nal half,” sophomore defensive 
tackle Benito Jones said. “We 
did kind of get tired with our 
back against the wall. We let 
them score a touchdown, but 
we just need to stay locked in.”
Approaching a winnable 
game against Sun Belt op-
ponents UL-Lafayette next 
weekend, Ole Miss could dom-
inate if it produces two halves 
of consistent football. It will 
not be easy — just look at this 
season’s somewhat surprising 
loss to Cal for proof of that, but 
head coach Matt Luke and his 
team have an opportunity to 
salvage a shred of momentum 
heading into the final stretch of 
2017. And while a bowl game is 
off the table for now, the Reb-
els know there’s still plenty to 
play for.
SPORTS
Ta’amu, defense combine for second-half resurgence
BEN MILLER 
STAFF WRITER
texting + driving =
TICKET
Quarterback Jordan Ta’amu celebrates after a touchdown in the game against Arkansas earlier this season.
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